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Huber’s Orchard, Winery and Vineyards  

Starlight, Ind. 

— ABOUT — 

9 wineries.  
241 wines (and counting).  
1 place to find them all: Indiana Uplands Wine Trail. 

Here in south-central Indiana, the rolling hills are home to Indiana's original wine trail. Each of 
our wineries and vineyards are one-of-a-kind destinations, with winemakers, tasting rooms and 
varietals as varied as they come. 

Here, you'll sip wines that are truly an expression of our land, climate and history — elegant and 
balanced, glass after glass, from vines right here in a distinctive grape-growing region called the 
Indiana Uplands. 

Here, you'll discover bottles that are perfect partners for picnics right at the wineries. You'll find 
wines worthy of cellars and celebrations. For saving and savoring. For toasting and tasting. 

We can't wait for you to get here. 

 



— WINERIES — 
 

Nine wineries in south-central Indiana  
are members of the Indiana Uplands Wine Trail. 

 

 
1 / Owen Valley Winery 

Spencer, IN 
owenvalleywinery.com 

2 / Oliver Winery 
Bloomington, IN 
oliverwinery.com 

3 / Butler Winery 
Bloomington, IN 
butlerwinery.com 

4 / Brown County Winery 
Nashville, IN  

browncountywinery.com 

5 / French Lick Winery 
West Baden Springs, IN 
frenchlickwinery.com 

6 / Winzerwald Winery 
Bristow, IN 

winzeraldwinery.com 

7 / Turtle Run Winery 
Corydon, IN  

turtlerunwinery.com 

8 / Best Vineyards Winery  
Elizabeth, IN 

bestvineyardswinery.com 

9 / Huber’s Orchard 
Winery & Vineyards 

Starlight, IN 
huberwinery.com 



 
Oliver Winery’s Creekbend Vineyard  

Ellettsville, Ind. 

— OUR LAND — 
You could say that our grape-growing region was shaped by what happened 
millions of years ago. But, really, it was what didn't happen. 

Rewind to the last ice age. Glaciers charged through Indiana and ruthlessly flattened swaths of 
land, yet they never razed the resilient Indiana Uplands — a vast plateau with a rock-solid base 
in south-central Indiana. The Indiana Uplands effectively deflected the glaciers, preserving the 
contours that make this part of our state so stunning. 

Fast forward to now. The surviving plateau is a 4,800-square-mile grape-growing region called 
the Indiana  

Uplands, home of the Indiana Uplands Wine Trail. Each vineyard on the wine trail undoubtedly 
has its nuances. But all are united by the Indiana Uplands terroir — that blend of soil, 
topography and climate that make our wines unique. 

TOPOGRAPHY | Hills, ridges, valleys. Rolling, rugged at times. The Hoosier National Forest. 
Monroe Lake. This is the defining landscape of the Indiana Uplands. The plateau peaks at 1,033 
feet above sea level in the northeast corner, which distinguishes it from surrounding flat 



land. Ridges and hills keep vineyards well-drained, which is good for our grapevines. They 
thrive when they have so-called “dry feet.” 

Within the Indiana Uplands, three areas stand out: The Norman Uplands in the east and the 
Crawford Upland in the west are home to flat-topped ridges with and deep V-shaped valleys; the 
Mitchell Plateau in the center is a mix of steep topography and undulating plains — it’s also 
where you’ll find Indiana’s famous limestone quarries and caves. 

SOIL | In our region, clay reigns. Technically speaking, red-yellow podzolic soils reign, and vary 
from silt loam to silty clay loam. Beneath it all lies bedrock, which is layers of limestone, shale, 
and sandstone. You might have heard that our soils are relatively poor. It’s true, but we’ve found 
this to be advantageous when it comes to grape growing. Rich soils means more foliage, which 
would shade the grapes and potentially add unwanted character to the wine. 

CLIMATE | Our vineyards benefit from four seasons and a distinctively cool growing season. 
The weather lets grapes ripen leisurely, so they develop more flavor and character. Climate and 
topography in the Indiana Uplands work together like this: Hilltops and ridges keep air moving, 
limiting frost accumulation in the vineyards and extending the growing season in spring and fall. 
Breezes keep fruit dry and free of fungus and mildew. 

Winter is a time for vines to rest and recharge. Freezing temperatures oust potential diseases, 
helping vineyards stay healthy and strong. There's even a drinkable upshot to the cold — ice 
wine, a late-harvest variety made from grapes that freeze while they're still on the vine. 

 



 
Jim and Susie Butler  

Owners, Butler Winery of Bloomington, Ind. 
 

— OUR HISTORY — 

The Indiana Uplands Wine Trail was founded in 2003 as a way for people to 
explore the great wine being produced in southern Indiana. 

Nine wineries are members of the trail — not a physical path, per se, but a way to wind through 
the Indiana Uplands grape-growing region. 

But let’s start at the beginning: After all, grape growing and winemaking in the Indiana Uplands 
goes back 170 years. 

It began in the 1840s with the Huber family planting vineyards in Starlight, setting the roots for 
what would become Huber Winery, a founding member of the Indiana Uplands Wine Trail. 

Others grape-growing pioneers joined in, and by 1880, a quarter of the wine produced in Indiana 
was coming from the Indiana Uplands. 

Prohibition halted it all, of course — but winemaking bounced back in the 1960s. Vines were 
planted northwest of Bloomington at Oliver Winery, a founding member of the Indiana Uplands 
Wine Trail. Then, in the late 1980s, the Huber family began replanting its vines. 



In more recent years, the wineries in the Indiana Uplands have opened tasting rooms and 
welcomed wine-drinkers to tour production facilities and vineyards. The result? Our storied 
Indiana Uplands Wine Trail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
French Lick Winery  

West Baden Springs, Ind. 
 

— INDIANA UPLANDS AVA — 

For decades, we’ve produced special wines in south-central Indiana. These 
days, it’s official. 

The Indiana Uplands is a federally recognized grape-growing region, known as an American 
Viticultural Area, or AVA. In fact, ours is the first AVA entirely in Indiana, established in early 
2013. 

With 4,800 square miles to our name, 17 wineries and 19 vineyards with about 200 acres under 
cultivation, there’s much to explore. And, there’s room to grow. 

Nine wineries are members of the Indiana Uplands Wine Trail, a way to get a taste of the Indiana 
Uplands AVA. 

An AVA means that the region has a unique blend of geography, soil and climate, which gives 
its wine defining character. Simply put, the Indiana Uplands is markedly different from its 
surroundings when it comes to growing grapes. 

 



LOCAL GRAPES | The Indiana Uplands AVA gives our wines a true origin. Vintners have a 
meaningful way to describe where their wines come from, and wine-drinkers can easily spot 
local varietals at stores and restaurants. 

When you see the Indiana Uplands name on a bottle, it means that at least 85 percent of the wine 
inside is from grapes grown within the area. 

LOCATION | Where is the Indiana Uplands AVA? Think of the region as a vertical rectangle in 
the south-central part of the state. But, we can certainly be more specific: The Indiana Uplands 
AVA spans 110 miles north to south, bound to the north by the line that separates Morgan and 
Monroe counties and to the south by the Ohio River at the Kentucky border. At its widest point, 
the region is 63 miles across, from Clark County to Martin County. The Indiana Uplands AVA 
spreads across 19 counties. 

Geographically, the area has been known as the Indiana Uplands since 1920, making it a fitting 
name for the grape-growing region, too. 

	  


